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SUBJECT: Agenda Items for the July 14th Council Meeting 

DATE:  July 12, 2022  

COPIES: Department Directors, Press, Clerk of Council, Solicitor 

 
This memo offers a brief description of the topics included on the July 14th Council Meeting 
agenda.  

5.  PUBLIC HEARING – 7:05 PM to consider approval of the 2023 Tax Budget 
See item 9.a.1 below. 
9.a.1. Resolution No. 2022-34 – Adopting the 2023 Tax Budget  
The Ohio Revised Code requires governmental entities throughout Ohio to prepare an annual 
tax budget, present the budget in a public hearing, and to secure the governing body’s 
acceptance of the tax budget. Annual tax budgets must be received by the applicable county 
auditor’s office no later than July 20th of any given year in order for the county to set property 
tax rates and allocate local government funding.  In accordance with the necessary notification, 
a copy of the City’s 2023 Tax Budget was made available for public review in advance of the 
public hearing. 
Although the tax budget process does not compare in detail or complexity to the fall budget 
process, it does provide a glance at the upcoming year. The standard format of the tax budget 
requires two years of completed financial operations, estimates for the current year, as well as 
predictions for 2023 for both the General Fund and the Debt Service Fund. Other City funds are 
presented; however, the tax budget process does not require detailed information for funds that 
do not receive property tax revenue. 
Income tax amounts used in the preparation of the tax budget are as follows:  

  
 Withholding  

 
 Net Profit  

 
Total Income Tax 

 2021 Actual 
 

$29,888,611  
 

$8,835,870  
 

$38,724,481 
  

2022 Budget 
 

$26,000,000  
 

$7,000,000  
 

$33,000,000 
 2022 Revised Est.  $28,000,000  $7,000,000  $35,000,000  

 
2023 Projection  $27,000,000   $7,000,000   $34,000,000   
 

 
      

Income tax collections for 2022 are expected to exceed original budget of $33,000,000 by the 
end of the year. During the time of the 2022 budget process, it was very difficult to predict the 
financial impact of business on-site/off-site staffing decisions and related withholding changes. 
Excluding a large one-time withholding payment received in March of 2021, year-to-date 
withholding collections are exceeding last year’s collections by 3%. Therefore the 2022 
withholding estimate was increased by $2M.  Also, net profit collections are on track to exceed 
budget however were held at $7M given the unpredictability of these payments. On the other 
hand, 2022 withholding refunds issued are up $670,000 from the last non-covid collection year 
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(2019 withholding refunded in 2020). Based on refunds paid out as of June 30th, combined 
withholding and net profit refund estimate was reduced from the original $4.5M budget amount 
to $3.5M. 
The 2023 amount included for income tax collections was reduced slightly from the revised 
2022 estimate of $35M given the potential which still exists for withholding changes. Total 
income tax refunds are kept at the 2022 revised amount of $3.5M.   
General fund property tax revenue estimate of $2,450,000 was also included in the 2023 tax 
budget. Annual property tax revenues have increased $300,000 since 2020. 
Routine operating expenditures for 2023 are essentially in-line with 2022 budget levels plus a 
cost of living adjustment. A total of $5,100,000 was included for basic capital and construction 
related items, of which $1,100,000 was allocated towards our annual paving and sidewalk 
programs and $4,000,000 for yearly improvements and replacement equipment purchased on 
an annual basis throughout City departments. In addition to capital expenditures, the City will 
continue to invest in economic development opportunities consistent with past levels.  
For purposes of preparing the tax budget, no major capital improvements/purchases or 
borrowing arrangements were included for 2023. As the City continues to plan and evaluate its 
capital needs, the annual fall budget process may include recommended funding for specific 
major projects such as the Towne Square Project, the Blue, golf maintenance building, and 
potential hangar redevelopment. 
Please direct any questions regarding this Resolution to the Treasurer or City Manager. 
9.a.2. Resolution No. 2022-35 – Providing for amendments within the 2022 annual 
appropriation Resolution No. 2021-64 

Resolution 2022-35 provides for the following 2022 budget amendments: 

- Pending Council’s approval for the project, this budget amendment will provide 
additional budget appropriations for the emergency storm sewer repair on Lusheck 
Drive. (See item 9.c.3. below for explanation) 

Please direct any questions regarding this Resolution to the Treasurer/Administrative Services 
Director. 

9.a.3. Motion setting a Public Hearing for Thursday, August 11, 2022 at 7:05 p.m. to 
consider approval of a concept Planned Unit Development for the BLUE, and designate 
approximately 6.2 acres of land northwest of the intersection of Kenwood and Cooper 
Roads as a Planned Unit Development (PUD) District. 
Circle Development is requesting approval of a Concept Planned Unit Development (PUD) for a 
6.2 acre mixed-use development on the site of the former Hosbrook property, Ringo Lanes, and 
Blue Ash Chili. 
A Concept Planned Unit Development approval is a zoning map amendment, which must be 
approved by Ordinance. Approval would allow the applicant to proceed with application for Final 
Planned Unit Development plans. Planning Commission may approve final PUD applications on 
its own or may make a recommendation to City Council for consideration and approval. 
Planning Commission considered the proposed plan at its July 7, 2022 meeting and 
recommended approval. 
Please direct any questions to the City Manager or Assistant City Manager. 
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9.b.1. Resolution No. 2022-36 – Approval of a Final Plat for the townhouse section of 
the Hickory Ridge neighborhood 
At its July 7, 2022 meeting, Planning Commission recommended approval of a Final Plat for the 
Hickory Ridge neighborhood that creates seven townhouse lots. This is an approved use 
following the Conditional Use Permit that was granted in April 2021 through Resolution 2021-
19. The location, size, and shape of the lots and proposed rights-of-way in this proposed Final 
Plat are consistent with the approved preliminary plan. 
Please direct questions about this Resolution to the Assistant City Manager or the Assistant 
Community Development Director. 

9.c.1 Resolution No. 2022-37 – Amending Resolution 2020-54 related to the 
necessity/intent to appropriate various and respective interests in land for the HAM-
Plainfield Road Roundabout project 
This resolution amends Resolution 2020-54 to reflect the correct parcel designation for the 
acquired easement for Parcel 34 (BRG Deercross Holding, LLC.). Once amended, the 
judgement entry will be approved by the judge in the case and the documents can be filed at 
the Hamilton County Recorder’s office. 
Please direct any questions related to this Resolution to the Public Works Director. 

9.c.2. Resolution No. 2022-38 – Resolution authorizing the Public Works Director to 
prepare and submit an application to participate in the Transit Infrastructure Fund 
Program 
This resolution provides City Council’s approval for the Public Works Director to submit a grant 
application to participate in the Transit Infrastructure Fund Program. The Transit Infrastructure 
Fund (TIF) program is intended to assist Hamilton County, its municipalities and townships in 
improving the state of their transportation infrastructure utilized by SORTA. This program 
focuses on improving the overall mobility of Hamilton County’s residents by providing grant 
funds to improve and/or repair surface transportation infrastructure (primarily, but not limited to, 
roads, bridges and pedestrian/bicycle facilities).  
The City is planning to make capital improvements to the Central Traffic control systems and 
the Lake Forest Drive West sidewalk, which are qualified projects under the Transit 
Infrastructure Fund Program. 
Please direct any questions related to this Resolution to the Public Works Director. 

9.c.3. Resolution No. 2022-39 – Authorizing emergency repairs for the storm sewer 
pipe under Luschek Drive 
A 48-inch corrugated metal pipe (CMP) storm water sewer is collapsing on the property of KOI 
Auto Parts (11180 Luschek Drive) and Luschek Drive. This storm water sewer receives water 
from both Cornell Road and Williamson Road. The Public Works Director is recommending 
approval of an emergency repair bid for the 48-inch diameter storm water sewer located within 
a storm water easement located on the property of KOI Auto Parts and Luschek Drive. Ford 
Development Corporation has provided an estimate for the work and is able to proceed with the 
emergency work with the proper equipment and acquire the necessary materials to complete 
the project. The work is currently estimated to cost approximately $430,000. 
Please direct any questions related to this Resolution to the Public Works Director. 

10.a. Miscellaneous Business – Connectivity Plan update  
Public Works Director, Gordon Perry will be presenting an update on the Connectivity Plan. 


